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120-DAY MUSTANG CHALLENGE FAQ'S 
 
Where did these six mustangs come from? 
 
These horses were the offspring of wild horses managed by the Bureau of Land Management. 
The mothers were captured off of BLM land and taken in by Black Hills Wild Horse Sanctuary. 
The six geldings were born and raised in North Dakota on the sanctuary. Mary Behrens, in 
partnership with the Free Rein Foundation, has adopted the Mustangs, transported them to 
Huntington Beach and will jointly oversee the Mustang Challenge, with the ultimate goal of 
finding them loving, forever homes. 
 
Where does the Mustang come from? 
 
American mustangs are descendants of horses brought by the Spanish, beginning in the 16th 
century.  Feral populations became established, especially in the west.   These interbred to 
varying degrees with other breeds, for example, escaped or released ranch horses, 
racehorses, and other thoroughbreds.  Modern populations, therefore, exhibit some variability 
depending on their ancestry. 
 
What are the characteristics of the American Mustang? 
 
The physical traits of wild herds can vary quite a bit, and there was a time when 
characteristics associated with early Spanish strains -- e.g., a short back and deep girth and 
dun color -- were preferred.  Most are small, somewhere between 13 and 15 hands. 
 
How do Mustangs live? 
 
Mustangs live in large herds. The herd consists of one stallion, around eight females and their 
young, though separate herds have been known to blend when they are in danger. A female 
horse, or mare, and a stallion that is over six years of age lead the herd. In dangerous 
situations, the head mare will lead her heard to safety, and the stallion will stay and fight. 
 
Herds spend most of their time grazing on grasses, though it is not unusual to see them 
playing or snuggling together for a nap. Often, when it looks like they are fighting, young 
mustangs are actually just playing a game, much like when human children wrestle. 
 
The Mustang is at home in America in all aspects of cavalry. There they are not only used 
successfully in western sports but also in jumping and dressage. Even hiking and distance 
riders enjoy the horses. 
 
Other facts about Mustangs 
 
Mustangs display a well-shaped head with intelligent, wide spaced eyes. Most mustangs have 
brown eyes, although if they have bald face markings, the eyes may be blue. Spanish 
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Mustangs have also been noted with grey and green eyes. The eyes can have slanted or 
almond shapes. 
 
Mustangs have exceptionally sturdy and durable legs and hooves. These developed over 
years of roaming harsh, rocky terrain in the western portion of the United States. Some 
mustangs develop light leg feathering or hair growing from the back legs. This hair develops in 
the winter but usually sheds out in the summer. The hooves tend to be round with thick walls. 
 
Mustangs can be any color, and color and coat patterns can be striking.  
Solid colors include bay, black, chestnut, gray and brown and palomino. 
 
Some Mustangs are known to have curly coats. Native Americans considered the curly 
mustangs to be unique mounts and were reserved for medicine men and chiefs. Artwork from 
the Battle of the Little Big Horn shows warriors riding curly Mustangs in the battle. 
 
Are mustangs smarter than domesticated races? 
 
The fierceness of the mustang ancestors leaves their mark. Mustangs are very intelligent 
animals, a prerequisite for survival. Mustangs are different from other horses. In particular, 
wild Mustangs have often lived without human contact for many generations. They are, 
according to many trainers, readily trainable.  All in all, Mustangs have a different relationship 
to their environment than, for example, domesticated races whose ancestors have been 
shaped by man for centuries. 
 
For whom is the Mustang suitable? 
 
The Mustang is suitable for anyone interested in working with or riding horses. Experienced 
people can find a friend for life in the Mustang, and new horse lovers can find excitement with 
their free spirit. 
 
 
Where does the American Mustang live today? 
 
About 70,000 mustangs and wild Asses live freely on government land, mostly open range 
with sparse vegetation.  The horses typically travel long distances in search of food and water. 
 
Unfortunately for these horses, the Wild West is not so wild any more, and their numbers have 
grown so much that they need to be managed.  The BLM is charged with sustainably 
managing natural areas. If the number of horses in a given area is judged to be having a 
detrimental impact, then herd thinning is initiated. 
 
The BLM estimates that the nearly 27 million acres it manages for wild horses and burros can 
sustain only about 27,000 animals. This year, the bureau estimates that there were more than 
72,000 wild horses on the land -- 50,000 more than can be maintained. 
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OBJECTIVES OF THE 120-DAY MUSTANG CHALLENGE EVENT 
 
What are the goals of the 120-Day Mustang Challenge? 
 
First, we would like to draw attention to these beautiful animals and how endangered they are.  
We would also like to bring awareness to the Free Rein Foundation and the work it does in 
rescuing horses, rehabilitating them, and then having these horses work with us in our Equine 
Assisted Therapy Programs for kids and veterans. 
 
We would also like to make people aware of the incredible talents of our local horse training 
community at the Huntington Central Park Equestrian Center. 
 
What can you expect with the 120-Day Mustang Challenge? 
 
We have six horse trainers who have volunteered to begin the training of our six Mustangs.  
Throughout the 120 Day Challenge, each week we will be sharing the progress and details 
through the Free Rein Foundation website and social media, the HCPEC website and social 
media sites, and through the creation of six Instagram trainer accounts that will highlight each 
individual horse. 
 
What do trainers do? 
 
All horses are trained at their own pace. Each trainer has his/her style, methods, and 
elements of training that they will teach "their" Mustang. We trust the coaches and want this 
event to educate and bring awareness to the horse training process, the uniqueness of 
working with wild Mustangs, and the beauty of having horses in our lives. 
 
What exactly happens with the Mustangs after the event? 
 
The Mustangs will find a new home after the event through an auction. More details will be 
made available on the application process to participate in the re-homing auction. 
 
Is this stressful for the horses to go through120 days of training? 
 
Mustangs are very adaptable horses.  We have excellent trainers and are confident in their 
skills and abilities to be respectful with each one of the horses.  The competition at the end is 
a way of showcasing the individual horse trainer's skills and abilities and in no way harms or 
stresses out the horses. 
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THE CHALLENGE & THE AUCTION 
 
Is there prize money? 
 
No.  This 120 Day Training Challenge is intended for each trainer to bring awareness to their 
profession, showcase their training styles and expertise, plus, put a spotlight on the 
importance of the Equine Assisted Therapy Programs that Free Rein Foundation offers in the 
community. 
 
How expensive is it to care for horses? 
 
Horses have many needs.  First, they must have room and board in a safe, dry, and cool 
place.  Then must be fed each day with healthy food and supplements as determined by the 
veterinarians and the trainers. The vets must examine the horses and ensure they are 
healthy.   They need to have their teeth examined and cared for, and the ferries must work 
with each horse to trim and care for their hoofs. Free Rein Foundation and HCPEC will 
provide 80% of the entire cost of caring for the Mustangs.  We will include in the updates, 
information on the costs, and ways for the public to support our training through donations. 
 
Will the Mustangs go into good hands after the training event? 
 
Free Rein Foundation, HCPEC, and all our trainers are interested in getting "their" Mustangs 
in the very best homes possible after the competition. We are taking applications and will 
review each applicant before allowing them to participate in the auction. 
 
Why are you auctioning the Mustangs? 
 
Free Rein Foundation is a non-profit organization in Huntington Beach, California that rescues 
horses and then either re-homes them or has them participate in their Eight-Week Equine 
Assisted Therapy Programs for kids, veterans and corporate teams.  Through their unique 
partnership with the Huntington Central Park Equestrian Center, the auction proceeds will go 
directly into the care of the Mustangs over the entire 120 Day challenge and then be put into 
the Equine Assisted Therapy Program that Free Rein Foundation provides. 
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HELPING MUSTANGS 
 
How can I help? 
 
The six Mustangs in this 120 Day Mustang Challenge were brought to us in a partnership to 
save Mustangs.  The monthly cost of feeding, boarding, and regular vet care for one Mustang 
is $685 per month.  Their training is donated 100% by the individual trainers, but would cost 
thousands of dollars to gentle the wild horse so that it could either be re-homed or assist in 
one of Free Rein Foundations Equine Assisted Therapy programs. 
 
Every dollar donated to Free Rein Foundation goes directly to our rescued horses and the 
humans they heal. Since these six Mustangs will be rehomed or given a purpose in our 
community, helping them will help even more humans!  And every donation helps us to rescue 
more horses and provide even greater healing experiences for humans in our community! 
 
Help these horses to help humans 
 

  


